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were included in the climbing guide books ; it was thought that they . 
were the books most likely to be taken on the mountain. This in
formation has been revised and it is hoped to publish it in the proposed 
B.M .C. pamphlet. · 

One of our most important needs is the adequate· care of the equip
ment. Our aim has been to place it where it will be looked after and 
where the sup~rvisor will act as friend in need and organise the rescue 
arrangements. At some centres the supervision is excellent and many 
people have had cause to be grateful for the qualities of devoted service 
and initiative often shown. At others it has sometimes been less 
successful ; rescue parties have then had to rely more on their own 
resources. 

• 

FINANCE · 

We receive financial support fro I!). the clubs. Donations from 
patients and other friends have proved a useful source of income. 
The patient is expected to pay medical fees, ambulance charges, cost 
of replacements and other expenses incurred in his rescue. The 
costs of rescue are not usually high : the work is voluntary, but on 
the occasions when shepherds or other local workers are called upon 
to help it is felt that they should be paid for their services and the 
committee will, in fact, make reasonable payment, though it will 
seek reimbursement. 

• 

ACCIDENTS 

Since 1937 we have been informed by reports, and other means, of 
about seventy accidents in England and Wales, but there is still an 
understandable shyness on the part of some people to report mishaps, 
particularly minor ones, and the equipment has been in action more 
often than this figure might suggest. 

TRAINING IN THE CANADIAN ROCKTES 
• 

• 

BY T. A. H. PEACOCKE 

I was informed in the autumn ·of 1943 that the War Office 
proposed to send me to the Rockies for the winter I could 
scarcely believe it. Were such things possible ? Now we 

were going to train some real mountain troops, thy task above all others 
for which I had been praying for years. That such luck could come 
my way in the middle of the most terrible and destructive war in history 
left me in a state of sheer bewilderment. 

I was not the only lucky man. Included in the party were Edmund 
Wigram, whose experience ·on Everest, apart from his general 
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mountaineering ability, was of inestimable value ; Pat Baird, not at 
present a· member of the Alpine Club, whose knowledge of arctic 
conditions he had spent two winters in Baffin Land apart from other · 
expeditions and experience in training mountain troops was as good 
as we could want ; Tom Paynter., an experienced and highly competent 
winter and summer mountaineer ; Patsy Richardson of the Alpine· 
Ski Club, a well known international skier, and one or two others; 

• 

In addition we were under the command of Frank Smythe, concerning 
whom any remarks from me would be superfluous. The unit to be . 
traip.ed was fortunate in that it was greatly strengthened by E. A. lVI. 
Wedderburn, .W. McH. MacKenzie, Denis Howe, and other members 
of the Scottish Mountaineering Club, and E. Tinglestadt, a brilliant 
Norwegian skier.· 

we spent two or three months . doing preliminary rock climbing 
training in the Welsh hills. That in itself was sheer delight and. the 
autumn weather was unusually kind. Space unfortunately does not 
permit me to describe our doings there ; suffice it to say that many 
of our pupils showed extraordinary aptitude and some were soon 
leading ' severes.' The most notable example was a young Scotsman 
who accomplished the feat of climbing· the Great Slab Route Ofl: 
Clogwyn d'ur Arddu wearing boots and carrying on his back the boots · 
of his leader in a framed rucksack ! 

Towards the end of December we at length set sail ; Pat and some 
others had gone on in advance ; Frank Smythe had been over for 
some time selecting the site. ·I had always imagined that I was a good 
sailor, but a stiff Atlantic gale soon changed my ideas on this score. 
Luckily the gale lasted only two days and I was able to rise from my 
bunk a sadder and a wiser man. The rest of the voyage calls for no 
comment. · 

I will not enlarge on the excitement produced by the brilliant 
lighting of our port of arrival ; by the gothic spires of the buildings ; 
by the railway station, more like a fairy p'alace than Waterloo ; by the 
abundance of food eggs, steaks, even bananas which we consumed 
on our comfortable journey through the forests and prairies of Canada ; 
and last, but by no means le.ast, by the thrill of our first sight of the 
Rocky Mountains seen from some zoo miles. A full description of 
such sybaritic pleasures would be out of place. L~t me only add that 
our Canadian br:others spared nothing to make our journey as com
fortable as possible. 

We reached Jasper, our headquarters, after five days in the train ; 
and after eating so much good food we badly needed to stretch our 
legs. We found that we were accommodated in the Jasper Park 
golf club, run in peacetime exclusively for multi-millionaires. This 
made good quarters. Here we met Pat who gave us the disappointing 
news that Frank was in hospital and would not be out for two months. 
This was a blow indeed. However, in his absence Pat had made all 
the necessary arrangements. We learned that, in addition to our
selves, there was a team of Canadian instructors of whom the chief 
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were Rex Gibson, one of the leading members of the Canadian Alpine 
Club, and Donald Cleghorn, whose charming personality was a delight 
to all with whom he came in contact. Most of the Canadians were 
expert skiers and several ~ere competent mountaineers ; they proved 
invaluable. At a later date we were very materially reinfo.rced by the 
arrival of a number of leading A~erican mountaineers including 
Waiter Wood and Bill Loomis, both members of the Alpine Club, 
and Belmore Browne, Bill House, Ben Thompson and several others. 
They gave us the greatest possible assistance and we owe them a 
deep debt of gratitude. · · · 

Jasper is in a fine setting. At a height of 3 soo ft. it is surrounded 
by mountains rising to 8ooo-gooo ft. The mountains are forest clad 
to a height of nearly 7000 ft., and, though adding to their beauty, 
this was a grave disadvantage from a skiing point . of view. Below the 
tree line the · only skiing to be had is down narrow twisting trails 
calculated to scare the novice for· ever. There .are no nursery slopes 
at Jasper. It was suggested th,at the golf course should be used for 
this purpose, but it proved quite unsuitable, being practically flat 
and, owing to the unusual lack of snow, practically dry. There was 
~I early nothing . for it but to establish high camps without delay. 

I soon discovered that I was not to be idle. After we had been 
fitted out . with the best equipment I procurable double windproofs 
with fleece hoods, special rubber-soled boots looking like Goodyear 
tyre, laminated skis with steel edges, excellen~ rucksacks and plenty of 
other paraphernalia, Edmund, Tom, Denis Howe, and myself were 
taken on an 8-day trip by Rex Gibson and Joe Weiss, the local guide. 
The object was to show us the country. Our route was to take us 
through the Medicine Lake Maligne Lake area. . 

The first night was spent in a delightful little fixed camp in Watch 
Tower Valley. This is an excellent skiing centre, being close to timber 
l~ne. Above rose the fine unclimbed peak Watch Tower, 9157 ft. 
high. We postponed an attempt on it, partly owing to bur unfit 
condition, I was never to have the chance again, though Denis c.ame 
very near to its conquest at a later date . 

.Next d~y we crossed McQueen Pass at the head of the valley and 
traversing S. came via Shovel Pass to Snow Bowl. Here we found an 
attractive little log . cabin owned and built by J oe, holding six just 
the right size. ·The Snow Bowl area is probably the best skiing 
ground near Jasper. Frank Smythe has likened it to Davos. It is 
si~uated at 6soo ft. and with peaks rising to Ssoo ft. all around a fine 
selection of runs is at hand. 

Alas, we had no time to stay and enjoy these tantalising slopes, 
though we had some pleasant skiing in the aft~rnoon, and next day 
pushed on over little Shovel Pass to the fine chalet at .the northern 
end of Maligne Lake. This was built in peace time principally for 
use in the summer, and fifty or more persons can be accommodated 
in the camp. It is equipped with everything bar electric light. 

We had only taken sufficient supplies· for the two preceding days 
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and were relieved to find a good store of food at the chalet. I dis
covered a box full of stale bread and, being frugally minded, suggested 
a bread pudding. The Canadian element greeted my suggestion 
with howls· of derision and I was told to shovel it out quick. Truly 
Canada is a land of plenty. · 

Next afternoon we travelled to the head of the lake, collecting a 
camp on the way and skijoring the last ten miles behind a tractor. 
The weather, which had been overcast and absurdly mild for January 

· with day temperatures around 30° F., cleared somewhat and we 
had superb views through the clouds. On our left rose Samson 
Peak, a fine Io,Io8 ft. pyramid, and on our right Charlton and Unwit;1 
and several others all above the Io,ooo ft. · mark. · 

• 

On arrival at the head of t~e lake we soon rigged up a camp, in the 
course of which I received some valuable instruction in tent pitching 
under difficult conditions. We made ourselves very comfortable 
\¥ith a wood burning stove inside. 'rhe next day we improved our 
quarters still further by pitching another tent end on to the first. 

Our camp was now most luxurious and we had an abundance of 
food, thanks to the tractor. It was hard to believe that we were fifty 
miles. from civilisation. The breakfasts we consumed were larger 
than I have ever eaten before, or am likely ever to eat again, and I 
consider myself a pretty good trenchern1an at breakfast. Porridge, 
several eggs and bacon, toast, marmalade and butter I never saw 
margarine in Canada and am told that its manufacture is forbidden
oranges and sometimes even pancakes and treacle.· Small wonder . 
that we mere Britons soon succumbed to liver attacks. 

We spent three days exploring the valleys at the head of Maligne 
Lake. Some of the creeks, notably that leading to the Brazeau Glacier, 
were most difficult to negotiate. Owing to the mild weather 'vhich 
continued with intermittent snow showers, the river was partly open., 
and a bad skier like myself found boulder hoppir).g on ski no joke. 
We intended to attempt the ascent of Brazeau, previously unclimbed 
in winter, but the \Veather put this out of the question. 

On the fourth day we left with the remainder of our food, now· 
fortunately reduced in quantity, and very light sleeping bags to reach 
the J asper-Banff highway. As the distance was nearly twenty-five 
·miles, some members of the party .felt grave doubts if we could do it 
in the day. As will be seen our doubts were not unfounded . . We 
ascended Coronet Creek and after some five miles struck up the W. 
side of the valley towards the north Coronet Pass, which had not 
previously been crossed on ski. The conditions were very bad, with 
the thermom~ter at 36° F. and a so m.p.h. gale blowing from the 
S.W. The snow slopes seemed .in a somewhat dangerous state, but 
with due care ~we reached the crest of the pass safely. Then we con
tinued in a south-westerly direction to Maligne Pass one of those 
passes which never seem to descend. The snow was extremely soft 
and we had to break trail downhill. By now it was rapidly getting 
dark. We soon reached tree line and started bush whacking. It was. 
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my first real taste of bushwhack.ing and I found it unpleasant. I 
consider that ski are difficult to control at the best of times, but in 
virgin forest and pitch darkness they are a waking nightmare. Luckily 
Edmund shared my views, so at 9 P.M. we struck and the whole party 
camped. We had unfortunately very little fqod, but with a roaring 
fire and tea we soon revived and, creeping into our bags, prepared for 
the night. Those with the really light bags had a chilly time, as after · 
·a snowfall the sky cleared and we had 20 degrees of frost. 

Our food being now virtually exhausted we had no cause for linger- ' 
ing, so at first light, xo A.M., we pressed on. (N .B. Clocks are 
2 hours fast by the sun.) Bushwhacking by daylight did not seem 
quite so bad and after another three hours of it we reached. the trail 
leading to Poboktan Creek and · thence to the road where we arrived 
at 4 P.M., reaching Jasper at 7 P.M. Strange to say, we were not so 
very hungry, which lends support to those like Ship ton who hold 
the -yiew that the human body can to a certain extent emulate the camel. 

Next day we found tvarious tasks allotted to us. Most of us were 
attached to companies to supervise the training. I myself had first 
to reconnoitre the Tonquin Valley area which I hoped to use for the 
company allotted to me, while others went to Watch Tower, Snow 
Bowl) Maligne Lake, Mt. Edith Cavell and the Columbia Icefield. 
To get to the Tonquin there is a motor road for the first sixteen miles 
and then a horse trail is indicated. This meant heavy breaking owing 
to the extreme softness of the snow at this ·time of the year. The 
Canadian powder snow seems to be quite different from Swiss powder 
snow ; it is much heavier and settles far more slowly. 

Mter a day's rest at Jasper I set off with J oe W eiss and two st~lwart 
Canadians. Unfortunately, the road leading to the Edith Cavell 
chalet, which we intended to leave two miles short of the chalet, had 
not been fully ploughed out and our !ruck got stuck ; we therefore 
passed the first night in the chalet and left next day at ~·45 A.M. in the 
dark. We had to*return along the road about two miles before striking 
the horse trail. After following this very narrow track for about 
five miles we took to the bed of the stream and ploughed our w,ay up, 
sinking in a good x8 inches all the time. We reached the little Cana_dian 
Alpine Club hut, just above Chrome Lake, at 5.15 P.M. Standing 

· at a height of 6200 ft., it is in a fine position, but i~ a very poor state 
of repair. Having been built on a marsh it is rapidly falling down 
and has gaping holes in the sides ; it is also infested with pack rats. 

The weather had been cloudy for our trip up the Astoria Valley and 
this had robbed us of the view, which in clear weather is magnificent. 
The following day was fine after a light snowfall during the night, 
and I was able to appreciate my surro~ndings. Immediately above the . 
hut rose the fine rock peak of Bennington, 10,728 ft., looking not unlike 
the Obergabelhorn as seen from the S. I immediately felt the urge 

. to climb it, but found, alas, that it had only twice been ascended and 
that in summer. At the moment it was out of the question and 
iri any case we had no time for such frivolities. 

• 
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Behind the hut rose the great range of The Ramparts, eight peaks 
in all, some of which touch Io,8oo ft., while all are difficult rock climbs . . 

• 

Down the valley could be seen the tine peaks ·of Throne, not unlike · 
a miniature Dent Blanche, and Blackhorn, a forbidding rock tooth
both only once ascended and both around Io,ooo ft. ' 

I vvas allowed little time for contemplation, for J oe soon marched us 
off to inspect and sample the best ski run in the district, which descends 
from near the top of Mt. ·McDonell to the hut door. We climbed, 
using skins, up the Fraser Glacier, which is steep in places but 
practically uncrevassed, to 9700 ft. Then pointing our ski downhill 
we set off. I found it a somewhat painful descent as the snow was 
tricky in places, but the others soon sped ahead. Despite several 
tosses it was a glorious run. 

After lunch we went off to examine the Eremite Glacier, and after 
finding ideal practice slopes close at hand returned to the hut and to 
bed. Next day we returned to Jasper in glorious weather, having 
found a suitable camp sire just below the hut. The weather was 
now magnificent and somewhat colder, with temperature I0° F. at 
9 A.lV1. . , 

. The next day was spent making plans to move the company to the 
selected site. Various schemes were suggested such as dropping 
tents; food, and even men by parachute, or using a pack train or 
tractors. In the end all these devices proved impracticable, except for 
a distant future, and we were reduced to sledging. 

A party of six w·ent off to stamp out a trail and the main advance 
guard of twenty-six, including several instructors, left the following 
day with five sledges loaded to about zoo lb. per sledge. Owing to 
the customary hitches with transport we were late in starting from 
Jasper and did not leave the roadhead till r~r ·45 A.M . We had con
siderable difficulties with the sledges owing to the narrowness of the 
trail and frequently they assumed command and plunged down the 
steep hillside. The men, though unused to sledging, performed most 
creditably, but after making six miles we were forced to camp. 

Next day we were off again at daybreak and reached our main camp 
site, Io! miles from the road, after another three hours' heavy work. 
We dumped the loads and immediately set off back to roadhead 'Yhere 
we arrived at dusk. We were all pretty tired by now and started late 
next day with more loads, including a complete marquee which we 
triumphantly dragged into camp at 7.15 P.M. 

The next day was spent doing a little gentle digging to pitch the 
marquee and generally make the camp ready for the main body, which 
turned up at intervals from 5 P.M. onwards, the last man arriving at 
9 P.M. All had only been on ski for a few days and they put up a 
very fine show in the circumstances. Luckily the weather was fine 
with a minimum temperature of zero F. Some of the less important 
baggage was dumped on the way, and the track next day was found to 
resemble the scene of Napoleon's retreat from Moscow, but this was soon 
cleared up and the company settled down in their novel surroundings 
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cheerfully enough for their ski training, the conditions being excellent 
vvith an abundance of snow. 

The supply problem presented great difficulties. The powers at 
Jasper had promised to cut a trail through the bush so that trnctors could 
keep us supplied. However, this was a formidable operation and for the 
first fortnight we had to depend on fatigue parties with sledges or back
packing. We lived for .some time on British arctic rations which have 
a very high calory content and plenty of pemmican. Some of the men 
professed a dislike for this excellent foodstuff, which is · admittedly 
an acquired taste, and in an unguarded moment I quoted a distinguished 
British climber's opinion on mountain food : ' Well, I always say, 
give a man pemmican, and if he can't eat that let him die ! ' These 
sentiments were promptly attributed to me and I was henceforth 
known by the nickname of Pemmican Pete. 

During the next fortnight the company was engaged on ski training 
under the Canadian instructors and I was free to explore the sur
rounding peaks . to find suitable climbs for mountain training at a 
later date. During this time I was able to cover a good deal of 
country, but only climbed two peaks owing to the weather. One was 
McDonell, mainly a ski climb with a little rock scrambling on the last 
I ooo ft. I hoped to reach ~ennington from this peak by the ridge 
connecting the two, but cloud prevented any. exploration that . day. 
· The second climb was more difficult and not without incident. The 

mountain, Outpost, rises directly above the camp to 9200 ft. The 
main difficulty was an ice wall 30ft. high and at an angle of 8o0

• My 
companion had, I understood, received some instruction in ice climbing, 
but at the foot of the wall he cheerfully informed me that ~e had never 
been on crampons before. I got up with some difficulty, partly 
owing to the cold the temperature w:as around zero and, though 
the steps were cut at my full stretch, fil.Y companion managed well 
with a pull from the rope. We reached the top without incident after 
a long weary plod across a little glacier, but on the return he c.ame off 
while climbing down the wall before I was ready for him and all but 
had me after him. 
· After this climb I soon left the Tonquin camp and spent a few days of 
dissipation with Pat Baird in Vancouver. On my return I made a trip up 
Fryatt Creek with two Canadians. The main object was to reconnoitre 
the country with a view to a tactical scheme, but for me a secondary 
and no less worthy object was to get a look at B~ussels, probably the. 
finest unclimbed Io,ooo .ft. peak in the Canadian Rock~es. We never 
got to the base of the rocks, but from a distance the last 700 ft. looked 
a tough proposition and out of the question in winter: It has already 
been attempted ·two or three times in summer without success. 

After this interlude I .was sent up to the Columbia Icefield. Here 
we had most comfortable quarters in the chalet constructed by one 
of the Brewsters. It was a splendid headquarters . 

I was not destined to idle about for long and the next morning we. 
set off up the Athabaska Glacier, burdened with big loads, and camped 
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in snow holes at gooo ft. Few people appreciate the merits of a snow 
hole. It is delightfully warm and cosy inside and, though the tempera
ture .never drops more than a degree or two below freezing point, yet 
nothing gets wet provided that the roof is properly arched and smoothed 
off. Beginners frequently fail to do this and· complain of a rainstorm. 
I consider it far superior to a tent. Water is laid on, as snow ; cup
boards and shelves are dug out in a moment ; any unwanted articles 
can be stuck into the wall ; and one candle provides brilliant illumina
tion. The only disadvantage ·is the digging whic;h is apt to be wetting 
unless ;the snow, 3:s on this occasion, is really cold. Two men can dig 
a snow hole in I ~ to 2 hours easily. 

The real expert prefers the igloo. This, unlike the snow hole, 
requires considerable skill in construction. · For the expert it is quicker 
to build and has all the advantages of the snow hole. You do not' get 
wet in the making and only a foot dep~h of snow is required, but the 
quality of the snow is of vital importance. For good results it must be 
homogen~ous and wind packed. These two conditions are not easy 
to find. 

I feel the snow hole and igloo' have distinct possibilities in the Alps. 
Dr. Kugy relates in one of his books 1 how he spent a night in a snow 
hole during a storm on the Grand Combin and was most comfortable. 
However, perhaps it would be unwise to publish abroad . too widely 
the merits ·of the snow· shelter, othetwise the Swiss Alpine Club may, 
after .the war, find a marked decrease in its revenues. 

Next day after a most comfortable night's sleep aided by the ever
present pemmican, we climbed Andromeda, a fine snow. peak of 
I I ,ooo ft. with a delicately tapering summit ridge. We were a large 
party, about thirty in all. The great majority were beginners and 
performed creditably. One man slipped on the final ridge, but the 
next man on the rope, with great presence of mind, promptly jumped 
down the other side. The weather was not quite so fine as on the 
previous day and a nasty cold wind chased us off the top. On the 
descent we watched, somewhat enviously, another equally large party 
making the first winter ascent of Mount Columbia., I2,294 ft., the 
second highest peak in the Canadian Rockies. It was a remarkable effort. 

A few days later I was lucky enough to have another, even finer 
climb with an equally large party. This was Mt. i\.thabaska, I 1,452 ft., 
\vhich we traversed. We ascended by the so-called Virgin icefall 
which joins the main Athabaska Glacier north of Andromeda. We 
had an interesting ascent through the icefall and an amusing incident. 
We had got up the . main fall and· were crossing on foot a region of. 
snow-covered crevasses. The su~face was windblown, and . though 
from the lateral formation I suspected a large crevasse I could not tell 
exactly where it was. However, we were not left long in doubt. I 
heard a shout from behind and, on turning round, saw that the leader 
of the second rope had disappeared. We had some job to get him 
up, for his second had been asleep and had let him go a good 30 ft. 

' 
1 Aus dem L~ben eines Bergsteigers, p. z8o. Alpine Pilgrimage, p. 307 . 
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After this excellent lesson all proceeded with due care. The summit 
was reached and the descent accomplished by the usual N. face. route 
in a storm of wind. The only dangerous section was a very tricky 
slope of snow .with ice cliffs above and beneath. However, it did not 
avalanche . 

After these pleasant few days at the Ice:fields I returned . to . the 
Tonquin and stayed there for a fortnight. It was now nearing the 
end of March and with the remarkably low winter snowfall we hoped 
to be able to tackle som·e of the ·higher peaks· and to give the troops 
there some instruction in mountaineering .. Tom Paynter was at the 
camp and his great experience· of winter conditions was inyaluable . 

As up to date we had only climbed two of the larger peaks Mt. 
McDonell, r..o,7oo ft; but ·easy, and Outpost, 9200 ft. but more difficult 
-we had first to reconnoitre some more mountains and see if the 
conditio!ls we.re fit for novices. Accordingly we both set ·out in 
brilliant weather, the thermometer at .I0° F., with small parties towards 
the Eremite Glacier. Tom soon diverged to the left and successfully 
ascended Thunderbolt, 8745 ft., reaching the summit on ski. I was 
less successful; reaching the ridge between Alcove and Eremite with 
some difficulty owing to heavy snow on the rocks. We covered about 
a third of the length of the Alcove N. ridge, which is somewhat broken 
up, but had to give in owing to the depth of the snow and the lateness 
of the hour. 

Next day I returned to the attack with a strengthened party. The 
weather was still very fine with temperature 14 o F. Tom was present 
with another party an4, on reaching the above mentioned col, 
struck S. for Alcove, successfully making the first winter ascent 
and probably a new route. We ·continued N .. this time, making for 
Anchorite, a beautiful tapering snow cone. The snow on the ridge 
was very steep. It was loose and powdery and we sank in up to our 
waists. We .surmounted the steepest section, ·zoo ft. at an angle of 
45° to 50°, in waist deep sno~, with some trepidation. It was necessary 
t9 traverse obliquely upwards to the right to avoid some loose over
hanging rocks. The slope on our right fell away in a grand sweep 
for zooo ft. A slight trough alongside the rocks must have helped 
to stabilise the snow, for it seemed perfectly safe. The main difficulty 
was the depth ~~nd sb~tness. After this we were soon on the summit, 
9400 ft. A cold wtnd chased us down and the descent was ac· 
complished without incident, but with considerable expenditure of 
nervous energy on the part of the last :man. The party consisted of a 
Norwegian-American named Stohn, who proved a tower of strength, · 
and a young British officer who had never climbed before, but who 
withstood his veritable baptism ·of fire e.xtremely well. This was the 
first ascent in winter and I believe the second in all.. The p.eak would 
not offer much difficulty in summer. Other parties wisely refrained 
from repeating the ascent, as from .now on snow conditions deteriorated 
and avalanches were frequent. 

Next day was not so cold. Tom and I with another beginner 
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ascended McDonell and attempted to traverse the ridge connecting 
this peak with Bennington ; we had thought this would be the most 
hopeful route. We did not get far. After negotiating several tricky 
heavily corniced sections on the first part of the ridge descending to 
the col between the two peaks, we came to an overhang. The rocks 
were slabby and loose and there was nowhere to fix a spare rope. It 
was clearly. no place for a beginner, nor for the matter of that for us. 
We retraced our steps and had a very tiring descent through heavy 
snow back to the camp. The temperature was little above freezing 
point on our return. _ 

Next morning the thermometer stood at r6° F. We had considered 
_ the previous evening that it might· be unwise to attempt any climbs 

until the conditions improved.. Time was getting short, however, 
and with the need for mountain training so pressing, we decided that 
in view of the night's frost we would make an attempt. It all but 
ended in disaster. 

We set out to attempt Paragon, the southernmost and I believe the 
easiest of the Ramparts ; it has been ascended at least half a dozen 
times in summer. We made a ·mistake and took the summer route 
to the ridge bet\veen Surprise Point and Paragon. This is a S. 
slope and hence exposed to the full force of the sun. The \Vind 
backed to the S. and conditions rapidly deteriorated. We were· 
about halfway up the slope on a small rib and were debating the 
advisability of return, when the third member of the party, a novice, 
got stuck in· the snow to his waist he is a big man -and, to extricate 
himself, traversed to his right. This started an avalanche and he was 
carried down a good 6oo ft., being cornpletely submerged and carried 
over a minor cliff on the vvay. Tom and I just escaped the avalanche, 
'vhich started a few feet away from us, and as we were not roped, the 
going being easy apart from the softness of the snow, we were powerless 
to assist. Y.l e both thought our pupil was done for, but we \Vere 
immensely relieved when we sa'v him rise up unhurt at the botto1n, 
having only suffered the loss of his ice-axe. Apparently he had 
applied his theoretical instruction with considerable success. We 
irn.mediately descended to him and ordered other parties out on this . 
climb to do likewise, keeping to ribs. We had considerable difficulty 
in restraining our companion from renewing the assault, such was his 
spirit.,: · · 

Some ski left at the foot had been buried by the avalanche, and 
while we were digging th_ese out a second avalanche came down and 
made us skip for safety. Both were of the wet snow type. .l\ slab 
6 to 8 inches thick broke away and slid on the underlying older snow. 
I had_ never seen an avalanche _ from such close quarters. It was an 
awe-inspiring sight, conveying the impression of tremendous pQwer. 

After this valuable lesson we decided to give climbing a rest for a 
day or two and let the avalanches come down, which they did in no 
uncertain fashion. I retired to Jasper with toothache, but got back 
the following day. . That night my slumbers were rudely disturbed 
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by loud shouts of '· Bear,' and a volley of rifle shots disturbed the peace 
of the night. I pressed myself close to the earth, fearing erratic · 
marksmen mor~ than a possibly fictitious bear. Peace was soon 
restored and the bear, fictitious or otherwjse, departed. 

The weather next day, though still mild, enabled me to make a 
traverse of Alcove with a party of six. This was a pleasant expedition 
involving some very steep ·snow, this time in the shade, some awkward 
snow-covered rocks and a pleasant and heavily corniced ridge. We 
moved on two ropes and all did well though they were mostly novices. 

Edmund Wigram turned up that evening and I persuaded him to 
make an attempt on Bennington the following morning. The weather 
was unpropitious and I was unable to infuse the rest of the party with 
my enthusiasm for an early start, with the result that we did not get 
off till 9·45 A.M. This time we attempted to gain the E. ridge, which 
had been explored by Tom Paynter a few days before, by a rock rib 
which runs up from the Fraser Glacier. This proved a mistake. 
Edmund led up · a difficult gendarme which seemed to be composed of 
loose blocks held at the bottom by one the size of a foot cube and all 
slanting to the left over space. It was a .brilliant and daring lead, but 
to no purpose,' for further on we met an even more .difficult gendarme 
.barring access to the E. ridge and were forced to retreat. 1.,om and 
.Stohn, who started considerably after us and followed the E. ridge 
from its foot, got considerably higher, but were eventually stopped 
by lack of time and the heavy snow on the limestone rocks. Thus 
ended our attempts on Bennington. It is not a suitable winter climb. 

We were stil.l unconvinced that Paragon would not go ; and Edmund, 
Tom, a novice and myself left next day at dawn in cloudy and some
what cold er weather. This time we took a longer but · safer ~pp roach, 
avoiding the avalanche slope and g~ining the ridge by a scre~ gully 
immediately west of Surprise Point. From here. the ridge stretched 
for nearly half a rriile to the foot of Paragon proper and was fairly 

· well broken up. It gave some amusing climbing with a slight descent 
a~ we reached the final peak. This is split from top to bottom . by a 
steep and narrow couloir. We made for this couloir and ascended it 
for about one third of its height. It steepened higher up, disappearing 
into the mist, and the swirling wind was bringing down slight powdery 
avalanches from the rocks on either hand. The snow was none too 
safe, so after our previous experiences we chose the better part of 
valour and retreated to the foot. Next we attacked the E. ridge. 
This was of rock, covered by about 3 ft. of ·snow of the consistency of 
granula,ed sugar. A shovel would have been more use than an ice
axe. We fought our way up for about zoo ft .. and then a~andoned 
the unequal struggle. We could never have reached the summit. 
This was. my last expedition in the Tonquin and I left it, \Vith many 
regrets, two days later. It is a very fine valley and the Ramparts 
closely resemble in form the Chamonix Aiguilles. They are nearly 
all very difficult climbs. 

Our official work was now virtually at an end, so Edrnund and I 
• 
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. 

:went . up to the Icefield. Pat "Nas up there waiting for us, and we 
intended doing a couple of climbs there and then ·either moving to 'the · 
Alexandra Valley or attempting Brussels. The attraction of the 
Alexandra was the three unclimbed peaks of \\'illerval, Monchy, and 
Hooge, all Io,ooo ft. high and lying adjacent to, and due W. of 
Mt. Amery. Pat hoped to polish them off in a single day. 

The weather was now brilliantly fine and we fo\lnd Pat eager to be 
off. We started the following day at 6.15 A.M. in doubtful weather 
with temperature 28° F. Our objective was the E. ridge of Snow 
Dome or, more correctly, of a small peak called locally Dome 2, con
nected with Snow Dome by easy slopes. We believed that this peak 

. had not previously been ascended. We left our ski behind and reached 
a col below the ridge at 8.15 A.M. Then in steadily worsening weather 
we continued up the ridge, led by Edmund. He had already explored 
the first step, but had turned back ~t this point owing to the doubtful 
state of the snow and the size of his party. This time the snow proved 
in fairly good state and we had interesting climbing over and around 
the various gendarmes. We were in doubt about the final wall which 
from below 'looked difficult. · However, it luckily proved relatively 
easy owing to a chimney and a wall with good holds. We reached the 
top at 12.30 P.M. and left our names in a bottle. Subsequently '\Ve 
learned that the peak had. been ascended direct from the Athabaska 
Glacier by Bob Hind, a leading member of the Canadian Alpine Club. 
Our route may have been new in its lower section. 

We left the summit at I P.M. in thick cloud and falling snow and, 
guided by Pat, steered by compass to the top of Snow I)ome, a.rriving 
at 2.40 P.M. We continued down the S. side in a heavy blizzard, 
·avoiding the icefalls thanks to the local knowledge of Edmund and 
Pat who had already made more than one ascent of Snow Dome. We 
reached the hut on the S. side of the Athabaska Glacier at 5.30 P .!VI., . 
not sorry to get shelter from the storm. The descent in the deep 
snow had proved wearisome. The sn.ow stopped shortly before our 
arrival, but the wind blew with unabated violence and we feared that 
11ext day would involve a descent to the fleshpots. Much was .our 
surprise to awake to clear and cold conditions . 

. · We left at 7·45 A.M. Our. plan was to traverse Andromeda and 
Athabaska, which traverse had already been done once in the reverse 
direction, descending if possible by Dr. Norman Collie's orig'inal 
route the N .E. ridge. We worked our .way up steep snow slopes · 
on the true right of the glacier, thus avoiding the normal detour round 
the ~hird icefall. It was heavy going in the deep snow and my feet 
became very cold. . I was wearing normal climbing boots, nailed with 
tricounis. Pat and Edmund both wore the standard issue of American 
rubber-soled boots and neither felt any. discomfort. In cold conditions · 
these boots undoubtedly have great advantages, but they do not hold 
so well as nailed boots on rocks or snow ; they are q~ite impossible 
on ice. We had no thermometer, but the temperature was probably 
riot far above zero F. 
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We reached the col below the lowet: peak of Andromeda at 10.15 A.JY-I. 
and the main summit at 11.55 in perfect weather. Thus far we knew 
the way. At 12.25 P.M. we st~rted the descent towards .A.thabaska 
which was reported to be difficult. The first part was a corniced 
snow ridge. This was succeeded by a steep face of rock. The rock 
was extremely rotten, but otherwise we found no particular difficulty 
and reached the col below the face at 2 P .M. after a descent of Iooo ft. 
Next we crossed a corniced snow ridge where ca.re was, necessary, 
and some extremely rotten gendarmes, reaching the foot of the main 
peak of A~habaska at 3 P.M. and the summit at 3.50. -

~At 4.20 we started down the E. ridge. This proved very difficult 
owing to the snow on the outward sloping slabs ; the strata in the 
Rockies invariably seem to dip the wrong way ! Mte~ a cautious 
descent of 300 ft. we reached. a point where Dr. Collie states in his 
account 2 that he experienced some difficulty. A steep descent of 
so ft. on loose, outward sloping slabs well covered with fresh sno\v, 
seemed to .lead to a chimney. Beyond this the route was uncertain 
and 'owing to the absence of belays and the worsening weather thick 
clouds were now blowing up from the S .W. we decided-that further 
progress was un\vise. We retraced our steps to the summit and 
descended by the N. fa~e route via the corridor. This was in the 
usual unsafe condition, but we got across safely and after a weary 
plod through deep snow reached the chalet in the dark at 8 ·45 P .M. 

It had been a pleasant expedition. This proved to be our last climb 
in the Rockies, as the heaviest sqowfall of the season set in and put all 
climbing out of the question for the rest of our stay. 

Before leaving the Rockies I was able to take a trip in an aeroplane 
and fly three times round the summit of Mount Robson. We also ' 
circled Mt. Brussels and Mt. Alberta, climbed· once by a Japanese 
party, who are reported to have left a golden ice-axe, presented to 
them by the Emperor of Japan, on the · SUfi!II1it. We were able to 
study these peaks at close quarters and to take many photos. The 
N. face of Robson was a particularly fine sight. I had hoped to make 
the ascent of Rob son in Vlinter, but never had the opportunity. It 
had been my idea to attempt the ascent by the original route of Conrad 
Kain which gains the E. ridge from the N. The aerial view con
vinced me that this route would be practicable in good conditions in 

• Winter. 
rfhe use of the aeroplane in the future for climbing in inaccessible 

and unexplored regions, such as the Himalaya, has enormous possi
bilities both for reconnaissance and for supply. From the practical 
point of view it has everything to recommend it. It will save ·the 
long approach march and greatly reduce the number of porters required. 
Yet from the resthetic point of' view there are, to me, grave dis
advantages. One of the greatest joys of mountain exploration is to 
answer. the question, ' Will it go ? ' If we know what is in store for 
us round the corner the pleasurable uncertainty of the next move is 

2 A .. f. I 9· 456-8. 
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missing. This is no doubt a slight exaggeration of the result of aerial 
reconnaissance, and yet I cannot help feeling that though vve shall 
gain much we shall lose more. 

In conclusion, I wish to make it plain that this is a purely personal 
account and in no way covers all the expeditions which were carried 
out. l\1any fine climbs were made both in .the Maligne IJak.e area 
and at the Icefield other than those in which I vvas fortunate to take 
part. I think, however, that this paper should give a fairly general 
impression of the activity which went on, because, having a somewhat 
roving commission, I was privileged to see more of the training and to 
be able to climb more mountains than other members of the training 
team. 

For map, see A.J. 36, opp. 94, 320, 342 ; see also illustrations, A.J. 37 , 
between 324 and 325. 
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A FURTHER EXPEDITION TO ·THE 
V 

ALA DAG, I944 

BY E. H. PECK 
• 

HEN R. A. Hodgkin and I left the Ala Dag in 1943,1 it was 
with the not unsatisfactory and indeed rather pleasant realisa
tion of how many peaks we had left unvisited and how many of . 

its topographical problems we had left unsolved. The range thus 
gave ample promise of a second good climbing holiday whenever it 
might be possible to snatch sufficient local leave in Turkey. In 
February a transfer from the Embassy in Ankara to the Consulate in 
Adana brought me much nearer the Taurus range and arrangements 
for this year's expedition were consequently more easily made. The 
Consulate was also fortunate i!). having a~ a mountain rest house a 
chalet, 1200 m. up among the pines and cedars of Bi.iriicek near Pozanti, 
and this made a convenient assembly and jumping off point. 

Robin Hodgkin had plans for joining L. H. Hurst (A.C.), Consul
General in Istanbul and myself in a second foray into the Ala Dag, 
but events took him to England instead. Hurst and I were therefore 
joined by Donald Brander, whose home is in Arran, and Arthur 
H.umphreys, an enthusiastic novice who had never climbed before, 
but whose powers of endurance and unfailing good humour made him 
the best of companions on a mountain. 

Brander arrived in Adana towards the end of June and nobly spent 
two whole days in the humid heat purchasing the expedition's stores, 

1 A.J. 54· 235 sqq. 
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